Mon., April 15, 2024

Re: H. Res. 1119, Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 6929) to appropriate funds for the
Affordable Connectivity Program of the Federal Communications Commission

To Members of the House of Representatives,

On behalf of our millions of supporters and members, we, the undersigned 271 civil rights, consumer
protection, education, environmental and faith groups as well as municipal broadband departments,
local, state and Tribal governments urge you to go to the floor beginning on April 18 to sign H. Res. 1119,
the discharge petition filed by Representative Clarke in support of H.R. 6929, the Affordable Connectivity
Program Extension Act of 2024.

Access to affordable high-speed internet is not a luxury in 2024. The Affordable Connectivity Program
has successfully allowed more than 23 million households® to get — and stay — connected to robust
broadband service at home. This represents a huge step forward in closing the digital divide for
low-income, rural and Tribal communities, including many people of color and people with disabilities.
Without additional funding for the program, we stand to backslide on that progress.

At the end of last year, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) conducted a survey of recipients
and unearthed stunning findings.? Eighty percent of respondents cited affordability as the reason they
had inconsistent or no service prior to the ACP.> More than three-quarters of respondents said that
losing the ACP would disrupt their service, up to and including dropping internet service altogether. That
means millions of households across the country — nearly half of which are military families* — could
lose their ability to access job opportunities, education, healthcare, online banking, and government
services, and lose their ability to stay connected to what’s going on in their community.

The continuation of the ACP is critical not only for the futures of the families the program connects but
also to other recent federal investments in closing the digital divide. Critically, a lapse in funding for the
ACP could limit the impact of Congress’ historic $42 billion investment in connecting every unserved
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American under the Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program. BEAD and ACP were
designed to work hand-in-hand, with the ACP reducing the per-household subsidy needed to incentivize
providers to build in rural areas by 25%.°

Unfortunately, in less than two weeks, the internet bills for one out of every six homes in the U.S. are
going to rise because Congress has thus far failed to appropriate more funding to keep those households
online with ACP support. Just a few weeks after that, the program will lapse entirely. We urge you to sign
the discharge petition put forth by Rep. Clarke because time is of the essence. We cannot let these
families lose their vital connections merely because Congress failed to vote on an immensely popular bill
with a bipartisan majority’s support.

Sincerely,
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